CHAPTER lU                      THE FOURTH WEEK
T.
HE NIGHT of August 18th, tie unit of ''gatherers" that the Sanitary Service had promised to send to us at the beginning of the month finally came to our post The bodies they were to gather still ky on Browarna Street, a little beyond the burnt-out houses where Yanosik had gone prowling for shirts. Eighteen days of August heat had decayed the corpses so as to make them a menace to the health of the iving.
The six boys who came to help us with our problem brought with them their dreadful equipment: ropes, huge paper bags, small anchors and long poles with hooks at tie end, which they used to catch the clothes on the dead bodies and to drag them in.
We notified our posts about our expedition. Sweeper had assigned three of his boys to act as a cover, and off we went Quietly, one by one, we darted across the street, trying not to attract the German searchlights and the German fire from the University.
Crouching in the ruins of a burned house, right opposite the University, we planned our next moves. After tie bodies had been secured, we were going to bury them in the courtyard at 18 Topiel Street One of the boys began to crawl noiselessly toward the pkce where the dead were lying* We watched in tense silence. A sheaf of light from the University fell on dark Browarna Street Our boy lay sblL The searchlight passed over his motionless body. Two more boys crawled out of our hide-out and joined the first one.
They worked in the dark. The job was especially difficult because of the decayed state of the corpses. Suddenly, we heard a resonant noise. One of the boys had
129